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by Rebecca E. Parsons

A group photo of the volunleers
who worked on the Habitat for
Humanity home as parl of “The
House That Famx Buili” project
along with Mikki Clark and her
davghter. Kyrie.

The author painting in Kyrie's room. A
finighad view at right.

'|' n 2005, more than 100 ol the dec-
 orative painting industry's best ar-
tsins poincd forces and frans-
[_.I forred & 168k b i Mlary land
£ intrya gallery of extraondinary faux
finishing, stenciling and decorative
painting. The project was not merely
o showease of mient and technigue; it
was designed 1o make a difference.
The bouse and the reselting book.
“The House that Fanx Built,” was the
brainchild of Adrienne van Laaren
The motivation behind the project
was o fund § Hebitd for Humanity
horse in Mew Cirleans. post-Kamna,
Fast forward four Years o today,
The founids o build the home have
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2 The House
~ that Faux Built

The Voluntesrs:
Lyma Farkas Krista Vipd
Jans Drew  Cindy Evoren
Lalne Discepnli  Aenes Hokdar
Pat Travia Kartl Garrof
Karina Astete  Jane Morgan
Colleen Brew  Rebecca E.
Katie Daving: PRmons

_ been rapsed, and the

‘:. ' '3 building i3 com-

2 plete. A mother and

® her two young chil-

dren have a home of

their own as a result

of the efforis of dec-

orative painkers with
a1 heart

IF won een 1 cogy
of the book, you
helped make this
happen. The oiginal
deconlive artisany
helped make  this
bappen, The progect
foander, Adrenne Van Dooren helpod
miake this happen. And the §3 aisans
who saw the project o complebon
helped miake this happen,

The first week in November
2009, a small group of decorative ag
tisans gathered in Mew Orleans o
paint and decorate the Habilil home



A maotit ol sports balls was creatad for le Kyron's
Fooim.

Lok i -

bathroom.

in the second phase of “The House
That Faux Buil'™ project. Thes phuse
includles in a re-printing of the orig-
inal book, which will benefit bath
Habitit for Humanity amd the SPCA,
A mini-documentary of the process
and an auction of doghouses.

This 15 the story of Phase Two of
the project — the on-site intensive
decorative painting m New Orleans
Grh Ward, Moscof the 13 volunieer
artesans who were to work on thes -
nal phase amived in MNew Orleans on
Monday, Mov. 2, 2008, However,

An overall damask pattern was stenclled in the

manths of planmng and co-
ordination preceded this
day. Lyna Farkas, Project
Coordiator said, “There
were many hours of phone
calls_e-muils, meetmgs and
brainstorm scssions,” be-
tween the three principal
planners; Lyna, Laine [is-
cepoli, and Tane Direw,
"The projects wete
planned. as well as each
cohd be without seeing the
potwal location we wene o
paint,”  Lyvna continued.
Laine, Sponsorship Char,
had the same ditficulties ot
fempting L arrange for do-
nation of product " withom
knowing exactly what we
were poange oo and how
lamge the spaces were.”
June. the locol coordinator of the
evenl, was the only participant who
had seen the house prior lo our ar-
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rival. She served as logistics coondi-
nater. shipping and swnge facility,
airpont chauffeur, toor guide and
hostess throaghout the week, We al-
sovased social madia o give progress
reports during the week via our
Facebook Fan Page —  Artisis 4
Chhers. Thas was the Iiese docu-post
“Everyone arrived yafely fodoay and
tharnks o JANE!Y Our local New
Chrleans winnan on fie sireet amnd her

Voluntears wark on the living room finish.

relariveldy local { Baron Rouge | co-
Mot Pat Travis wiro treated ws 1o a
woniderfind Nawlins stvle meal al her
fome! T Whar forr ro see ali the
goodies in her foyer fall of the sup-
pliex for the project ). Ready o work
in the amire

Early Toesday moming with sap-
plics, stencils and buckets of product
Toadetd, we drove 1o The Degas House
whepe most of the out-of-fown parmic-
ipants stayed. Lyvaa, Laine, Colleen
Trew and Kate Eavine bopped in the
vins, and wie hesded 1o the Habdrat for
Humamity site on Lowisa Strect in the
Gth Wand of Mew Ordeans.

The homerwner. Miklkia Clark.
was waiting for us on the steps of the
copil-=colore] house. Atrer imimbiluc-
tiong, the vans were unboaded, rolls
of blue tape were distributed apd the
wark was underway. Evervhody son
of prcked o room (o work in, spme in
prasirs and some alone.

Lame and Lyvna concentratad on
the dining und Kitchen areas, where o
highly textured effect was done. Faux
Effects Agua Stone was applied o the
walls in & skip-trowel method. When
dry, they were glazed with several
Faux Créme colors. The insets of the
kitchen cabinets were prepped, and a
ewised stencil flewr de lis was ran-
domily applied. They wene overglazed
fix miwte the effect and sccent the eme
bossed stencil eflect,
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Jame Draw, Lyna Farkas and Laine
Discepoli in frant of the house.

Kamna and Katie manned the
transformation of the living room
with Firenze Marmorino Ac-skim
coat was apphied ina light beige tone.
An embedded stencil design wis
done 1o accent the area over the win-
dows, Trowels were blazing for the
sgeond coat [ became an all-hands-
ot deck application #s simost every-
one grabbed a trowe] and went 10
work. Knsta Vind and Cindy Everen
had arrived by this time and joined
hands in the creation

Tane wanted to decoraie e hall-
way 1o the bedrooms. She stenciled
n random leaf and branch design by
Cutting Edge Stencils on the upper
walls. The subtle tone-on-tome eftect
was g beautifal addition to the ex-
panse of builder beige walls,

Colleen and | headed for the chil-
dren’s rooms with artist brushes and
Golden Arist Color’s Heavy Body
acrylics. In the daughter's lavender
roam we decided to paint giant graph-
ic Mowers and butterflies. Kyrie's ti-
vorite cobor 15 pink. so we based the
color schere oo that, The wall where
the bed would be became the focal
wall. Her name was sienciled above
the hed with g custom Say W hal sten
cil, Bubterflies, at Kyrie's reguest,
were painted mndomly aroand the
other walls and a Flower surmounded
her light fixtore.

Twa-year-old Kyron loves balls,

a4 VANTERIDIC P TheRAUXFinshe:

s we decided fo orelde
oversized sports balls
an the walls, Colleen
and 1 did the halls with
the belp of Katie. A gi-
ant kaskethail, football,
baseball and tennis ball
tuened the walls mio a
room any bay would
love. We dubrbed it the
“Ballroom.” On  the
headbonrd wall, Collesn
painted a basketball
goal and Kyron got &
custonm S ay Whisk fname
stencil also

Fourmembers of Sis-
ter Hands— Krsta Vi,
Cindy Eversit, Renec
Holder and Marti Car-
roll  triansfornmed  the
master bedroam. They trowelled Fro-
cecd Metalhic Plaster on the walls o
eresute @ subtle shine. The walls dance
in the southern sunlight and glow m
the evening light

Severul people worked on the
bathrsom. The walls were stenciled
with an overall damask patterned
stencil by Wallovers in shades ot
cream and taupe, The cabinet was
painted, plastered and tped to give o
sone characier.

All of this wis done in three-anid-
a-half days because we hnd ancther
project to do aswell, The New Or-

The dining and kitchen areas feature a highly tedured
gffect and raised stencil flewr de lis on the cabinals,
followid by an cuarglaze.

d

leans SPCA, which benefited fromea
printed birdhouse auction from the
first house project in Maryland,
wanted & mural in 8 waiting room.
S0 Colleen, Jane; Lune and Lyna
managed o bring this tiny arta 10
tife with Cutting Edge Stencils, but-
erflies from Co=Ar and hand-paint

ing with scryhics by Golden.

If this wis not enough. the arisans
undenook asother benefit progect for
the SPCA: doghouse and birdhouse
desizn and decoration for an auctbon.
Twis beautiful doghouses were fash-
womsex] by Incul architect Burke Rulier



A Gypsy Wagan-themed doghouse was designed,
crealed and painted by Connle and Randy Cotita of
Monroe, La,

These were painted and decomted by
Pat. Jang, Laine, Lyng and me,

Acthird doghouse was designed.
created and painted by Connie and
Randy Cotita of Monroe, La. The
Gypsy Wagon themed doghouse
stode the show with s unigue loeok
[teven Had windows, hurricane shut
wers, Taus, fimishes and mueals ) the
interion, 1t is a-dream ereation for a
Very special pet

The birdhouses rarsed more than
$1.000 &t the anction. The doghows-
e wele souiigue that the SPCA de-
clded 1 have another event in De-
cember to raise funds with these. The
re=nlts were nof Known at [ArEEs TmE.

loy Ackerman of Joyful Expres-
swoms Photography (www joviulex
pressionsantline com), and & fhicnd of
Laine, volunteered o come and cap-
piare all of pur hiaed work Qand fierf.
She made fromed gifiz for the home
owner and CDs for each participant.
“lsy 15 an amaringly creative soul,
and | know her talents reach far be-
vond tie lens.. and we will make
use of them!™ Lane stated.

Lyna sasd, “Whew,.. what & week!
Lots of work but lots of fun as well!
Thank vou =0 muoch toall who par-
ticipated as well as all of our won-
derful sponsors.”

The Saturday, Mow, 7, 2004, Inside
Ot Section oF The Times-Pregynne

newspaper had a feature article enti-
tled, “Faux Art Makes Real Differ-
ence"” The artists were interviewed
and guoted by editor Kamen Taylor
(i1l The amicle bepins:

“Theres g sone shuck in myv head,
i { kmow it kg of @ conmy ane to
Bring e, bt itk yoo [T snder
staned gy theend.

“The Disney ditty "Ity a Small
Wearld" (T warned vou! pare eorn)
papped tp this week after I visited o
Habitar for Humanitve site o Loniisa
Srreet where d-groap of faix griises
fromg coross the courtey Iy fne o
Iaxic howme ffer g very speciod one.

"The wrogp was another fiving
proof of the lesson we've fearned
here over the past four vears: thai
each vnd kelping one wnlecshes o
pover fir aicre prelent fan iy gov
EFINTETTE G COTROTAHGR CEn nister.
And when thar happens, the world
tmdeed starts fo seem like a smaller,
mehre personable place.”

It was avery speciil bonding time
for the participants. "We seem 1o
have fermeed asisterhoed,” 1 thoualn
on my flight home, Lyna wrote on
the Facebook paze after her returm
homee, “Lots of synchromicisies
Amerzing Hme—Greal friendsficps
made’ " Karing: Astete wrisle, " We
definirely bonded awd | want 1o de
vamething [opether ] sovooon!"”

Several of the artisis also painied and decorated these dophouses.

Colleen Drew wrote, " Thank vou
Jame for sharing vour beauriful citv!
It wers e wenele it week and exgpers-
ernce, thank veu again for beimg such
- gracieois Rost, ™

In the weeks alter the project, the
wivmen have decrded that our con-
nection was so strong that we want fo
repedl this philanthropic work every
vedr | come up with & names for our
mibe—CrelTive Sisterhood—and
the others dgreed this described our
feeling perfectly. Laine put itsimply.
“Whar happened in NMew Orleany
devesn 't hove fo stay in New Chrleans!
W car kake if wiherever! Tagree with
Reboopa—ae v amite yomething po-
tentictliy wery cool and f want to
weidly it F feospe voma all de, toe,

Stay funed, for the CreSiive Sis-
terhood 15 excited about partnering
with Terry Grahl and Enchanted
MMakeovers next year o bring beauty
oy & wormen s shelter (wvwnsiferryvren-
chantedeortage.com), Lyna Farkas
willl shewe the: full story i her column
“Do-Gooders Heart of Fanx,” a reg-
ular featnure of Aricically Speaking
hlicazine

For mone infeemation, visit the Faux
Hiouse website and see Artistsd O thers
Facehook Fan Page.

Moo Py v o regnlor comserhmior i

The: Baax Fimsher, See faer dedo o jnage 29 of
ik daxie
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